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ThiV \eaU¶V UecoUd-VeWWing cUop of OVcaU nomineeV ² Whe moVW diYeUVe VlaWe of acWoUV in Whe hiVWoU\ of Whe Academ\ of
MoWion PicWXUe AUWV and ScienceV, aV Zell aV Whe fiUVW Wime WZo Zomen haYe compeWed foU beVW diUecWoU ² ZaV
XndeUVWandabl\ gUeeWed aV good neZV.

FoU man\ obVeUYeUV, Whe ZaWeUVhed momenW indicaWed WhaW Holl\Zood mighW finall\ be on iWV Za\ Wo UefoUming Whe
WhiWe-male-dominaWed cXlWXUe WhaW haV held VZa\ in mainVWUeam AmeUican cinema foU moUe Whan a cenWXU\. And iW
Veemed Wo cap an e[WUaoUdinaU\ peUiod in Whe enWeUWainmenW indXVWU\ WhaW VWaUWed in 2014 and 2015, Zhen Whe
AmeUican CiYil LibeUWieV Union and Whe EqXal Emplo\menW OppoUWXniW\ CommiVVion began inYeVWigaWing VWXdioV,
neWZoUkV and agencieV foU V\VWemic (and illegal) gendeU diVcUiminaWion.

WhaW enVXed ZaV a caVcade of eYenWV ² inclXding Whe #OVcaUVSoWhiWe campaign, UeYelaWionV of peUYaViYe Ve[Xal
haUaVVmenW and abXVe b\ HaUYe\ WeinVWein and oWheU indXVWU\ leadeUV, Whe eVWabliVhmenW of Time¶V Up and Whe
#MeToo moYemenW, and Whe academ\¶V commiWmenW Wo UecUXiW moUe Zomen, people of coloU and inWeUnaWional
membeUV ² WhaW pXW diYeUViW\, inclXVion and eqXiW\ fiUml\ on Whe indXVWU\¶V UadaU. The ongoing coUonaYiUXV pandemic
and anWi-UaciVm pUoWeVWV haYe UaiVed Whe VWakeV eYen higheU: In SepWembeU, Whe academ\ annoXnced WhaW iW ZoXld
inVWiWXWe neZ cUiWeUia Wo qXalif\ foU iWV beVW picWXUe OVcaU in 2022, deVigned aV a caUUoW foU filmmakeUV inWeUeVWed in
making WheiU pUodXcWionV moUe balanced and a VWick foU WhoVe Zho inViVW on heZing Wo old, diVcUiminaWoU\ habiWV.

The neZ cUiWeUia inclXde benchmaUkV foU caVWing (aW leaVW one lead chaUacWeU VhoXld be pla\ed b\ an acWoU fUom an
XndeUUepUeVenWed Uacial oU eWhnic gUoXp; foU enVemble caVWV, aW leaVW 30 peUcenW VhoXld compUiVe aW leaVW WZo of Whe
folloZing gUoXpV: Zomen, people of coloU, LGBTQ indiYidXalV and people ZiWh diffeUenW cogniWiYe oU ph\Vical abiliWieV).
The\ alVo inclXde gXidelineV foU Whe compoViWion of cUeZV (aW leaVW WZo depaUWmenW headV VhoXld be fUom
XndeUUepUeVenWed gUoXpV, ZiWh aW leaVW one being a peUVon of coloU); opening Xp emplo\menW and inWeUnVhip
oppoUWXniWieV; and deYeloping diYeUVe aXdienceV. When Whe gXidelineV ZeUe inWUodXced, I ZUoWe a colXmn applaXding
Whe academ\ foU making concUeWe Whe kind of checkliVW WhaW haV been Vhaped b\ impliciW biaVeV and old bo\V¶ clXbV foU
decadeV. AV I noWed aW Whe Wime, OVcaU faYoUiWeV VXch aV ³BlacKkKlanVman,´ ³Black PanWheU,´ ³Roma´ and ³PaUaViWe´
Veemed Wo bode Zell foU opening Xp cinemaWic VWoU\Welling be\ond iWV hiVWoUicall\ blinkeUed boUdeUV.

BXW, ciWing a VWXd\ condXcWed b\ Whe AnnenbeUg InclXVion IniWiaWiYe aW Whe UniYeUViW\ of SoXWheUn CalifoUnia, I noWed
WhaW Zomen VWill accoXnWed foU onl\ one-WhiUd of Vpeaking UoleV in Whe Wop 1,300 filmV UeleaVed fUom 2007 Wo 2019.
³The\¶Ue eYen VcaUceU behind Whe cameUa, ZheUe Whe\ conVWiWXWe 4.8 peUcenW of diUecWoUV,´ I ZUoWe. ³A high-ZaWeU maUk
foU Black filmmakeUV came in 2018, bXW eYen When Whe\ ZeUe onl\ 13 peUcenW of diUecWoUV, and WheiU nXmbeUV UeYeUWed Wo
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2017 leYelV laVW \eaU.´

IW ZaV WhaW laVW line WhaW pUompWed an email fUom a UeadeU, Zho obVeUYed WhaW, if AfUican AmeUicanV accoXnW foU aUoXnd
13 peUcenW of Whe U.S. popXlaWion, Zh\ did I pXW ³onl\´ in fUonW of Whe 2018 VWaWiVWic? IVn¶W WhaW kind of pUopoUWionaliW\
Whe goal?

The qXeVWion VWopped me in m\ WUackV. IV e[acW demogUaphic paUiW\ ZhaW Ze¶Ue looking foU Zhen Ze Walk aboXW diYeUViW\
and inclXVion? HoZ Zill Ze knoZ Zhen genXine, VXVWained UepUeVenWaWion haV been achieYed?

In m\ Uepl\ Wo Whe emaileU, I Vaid WhaW I didn¶W Vee demogUaphic eqXiYalencieV aV Whe poinW, eVpeciall\ becaXVe U.S.
figXUeV aUen¶W paUWicXlaUl\ helpfXl Zhen \oX¶Ue Walking aboXW a global mediXm. EYen if Ze Ueach a poinW Zhen 13 peUcenW
of oXU moYieV aUe conViVWenWl\ cenWeUed on Black VWoUieV made b\ and feaWXUing Black aUWiVWV, Whe\¶Ue VWill being
e[poUWed Wo an inWeUnaWional aXdience WhaW inclXdeV faU gUeaWeU UaWioV of Black YieZeUV.

SWill, Whe qXeVWion iV pUoYocaWiYe. FoU WhoVe Zho haYe been adYocaWing foU inclXVion on VcUeen and behind Whe VceneV,
hoZ Zill VXcceVV be Uecogni]ed and meaVXUed? And Zill hiWWing an\ nXmeUical goal be enoXgh?

Madeline Di Nonno, pUeVidenW and CEO of Whe Geena DaYiV InVWiWXWe on GendeU in Media, belieYeV WhaW nXmbeUV haYe
WheiU place. When Whe inVWiWXWe ² Zhich focXVeV on on-VcUeen UepUeVenWaWion of Zomen and XndeUUepUeVenWed gUoXpV
² doeV iWV UeVeaUch, Vhe Va\V, ³Ze meaVXUe againVW Whe popXlaWion aV a baVeline,´ XVing demogUaphic VWaWiVWicV
UegaUding Whe LGBTQ popXlaWion and people ZiWh diVabiliWieV, foU e[ample. BXW ³ficWion VhoXld aW leaVW meeW Whe
baVeline,´ Vhe noWeV, ³and When go Za\ be\ond. People of coloU in Whe UniWed SWaWeV aUe 38 peUcenW of Whe popXlaWion.
[BXW] Ze¶Ue looking aW WalenW. We¶Ue looking aW oppoUWXniWieV. And oppoUWXniWieV VhoXld be giYen Wo WalenWed people and
noW, µWell, Ze noZ haYe 38 peUcenW diUecWoUV Zho aUe people of coloU, Ze can VWop.¶ AbVolXWel\ noW.´

FoU CaWheUine HaUdZicke (³ThiUWeen,´ ³TZilighW´), Zho WeVWified aboXW Ve[ diVcUiminaWion in Holl\Zood dXUing Whe
EEOC inYeVWigaWion, haUd nXmbeUV help aYoid Whe Wendenc\ foU people Wo confXVe encoXUaging opWicV ZiWh aXWhenWic
change.

³YoX can Va\, µHe\, I feel like WheUe¶V a good Yibe, I VaZ a female diUecWed WhaW moYie,¶ bXW Zhen \oX Vee Whe nXmbeUV,
WhaW¶V Zhen Whe WUXWh hiWV \oX,´ Vhe Vaid dXUing a Women in Film and Video eYenW laVW \eaU. ³When 50 peUcenW of Whe
moYieV aUe diUecWed b\ Zomen, Zhen WheUe aUe 40 peUcenW b\ peUVonV of coloU, When Ze¶Ue going Wo feel like, µYeV, iW¶V
Ueall\ WUXe,¶ inVWead of jXVW Whe Yibe. So I belieYe in Whe nXmbeUV.´



PUodXceU DeVon FUanklin, an academ\ goYeUnoU Zho helped foUmXlaWe Whe neZ beVW-picWXUe gXidelineV, Va\V WhaW ³in a
peUfecW ZoUld, WheVe VWandaUdV Zill phaVe WhemVelYeV oXW, becaXVe Ze¶ll geW Wo a place ZheUe iW¶V jXVW ZhaW Ze do.´ UnWil
When, he Va\V, Whe nXmbeUV Zill VeUYe leVV aV concUeWe goalV Whan aV a baUomeWeU of pUogUeVV. ³ThiV bXVineVV, Zhen iW
comeV Wo UepUeVenWaWion and inclXVion, iV fanWaVWic on inWenW. BXW Whe\ aUe WeUUible on e[ecXWion,´ FUanklin Va\V. ³IW¶V
one Whing Wo haYe inWenW. IW¶V anoWheU Whing Wo haYe a plan WhaW makeV good on \oXU inWenW.´

The BUiWiVh Film InVWiWXWe ZaV Whe fiUVW oUgani]aWion Wo dUaZ Xp inclXVion and eqXiW\ fXnding VWandaUdV, Zhich iW
laXnched in 2016. IWV docXmenW haV Vince VeUYed aV a WemplaWe foU Whe academ\, aV Zell aV Whe BAFTA aZaUdV, Whe BBC
and Channel 4. Melanie Ho\eV, indXVWU\ inclXVion e[ecXWiYe aW Whe BFI, Va\V WhaW in addiWion Wo gendeU, eWhniciW\,
Ve[Xal oUienWaWion and ph\Vical and inWellecWXal abiliWieV, Whe BFI iV Waking VWepV Wo inclXde Vocioeconomic VWaWXV and
Uegional UepUeVenWaWion in iWV gXidelineV, aimed aW bUoadening Whe peUVpecWiYe of YiVXal VWoU\Welling WhaW haV been
geneUall\ UooWed in middle- and XppeU-claVV London and iWV enYiUonV.

SWaWiVWical meaVXUemenWV can be XVefXl foU commXnicaWionV, Ho\eV Va\V. ³On Whe one hand, people ZanW Wo knoZ ZhaW
good lookV like, Vo \oX haYe Wo giYe an idea.´

BXW, Vhe¶V qXick Wo add, ³\oX don¶W ZanW Wo make WhaW Whe achieYemenW. Like, µ[NoZ] Ze¶Ue done and Ze don¶W haYe Wo
Whink aboXW WhiV again.¶ TheUe¶V Vo mXch nXance Wo WhaW idea. If \oX¶Ue looking aW nXmbeUV and pUopoUWionaliW\, iW ZoXld
be a good idea WhaW oXU filmV look like and aUe made b\ Whe aXdience WhaW Ze aUe diVWUibXWing Whem Wo. BXW in WeUmV of
inclXVion, iW¶V a minimXm. WhaW good lookV like iV if WhoVe UepUeVenWaWionV on VcUeen aUe Ueall\ nXanced, if people aUe
Ueall\ inWegUaWed inWo Whe indXVWU\, if Whe\ feel like Whe\ belong, if Whe\ feel like iW¶V a good place foU Whem Wo ZoUk, if iW¶V
an indXVWU\ Whe\ can come inWo and noW feel bXllied oU like Whe\ can¶W pUogUeVV in and haYe Wo leaYe, oU ZoUk WhUee jobV
jXVW Wo keep a job in Whe indXVWU\. IW¶V Vo mXch moUe Whan hoZ man\ people WheUe aUe.´

Film diUecWoU MaUia GieVe, Zho ZaV a ke\ inVWigaWoU of Whe ACLU and fedeUal inYeVWigaWionV, haV been a feminiVW acWiYiVW
in Holl\Zood Vince 2014, Zhen Vhe ZUoWe an e[ploViYe aUWicle foU MV. maga]ine in Zhich Vhe obVeUYed WhaW
enWeUWainmenW iV Whe ZoUVW offendeU of TiWle VII emplo\menW anWi-diVcUiminaWion laZV of an\ U.S. indXVWU\. She caVWV a
VomeZhaW jaXndiced e\e on enWeUpUiVeV like Time¶V Up, Zhich ZaV cUeaWed ZiWhin Whe Holl\Zood eVWabliVhmenW Wo
addUeVV ZoUkplace Ve[Xal haUaVVmenW and aVVaXlW, obVeUYing WhaW iW¶V one of VeYeUal collegial, inVide-indXVWU\ effoUWV
XndeUWaken Wo aYoid legal acWion and goYeUnmenW oYeUVighW. ThoVe WhUeaWV haYe VeUYed aV a VoUW of WZin VZoUd of
DamocleV, foUcing VWXdioV, neWZoUkV and agencieV Wo do Whe UighW Whing afWeU decadeV of den\ing WheUe ZaV a pUoblem.

³PXW iW WhiV Za\,´ GieVe Va\V. ³If \oX ZanW Wo cUeaWe 50-50 female hiUeV on VcUeen and behind Whe VceneV, \oX¶Ue Walking
aboXW a UediVWUibXWion of jobV and mone\ fUom men Wo Zomen, and WhaW iV a YeU\ challenging Whing Wo do ² Wo Wake
UeVoXUceV, jobV and VociopoliWical inflXence aUoXnd Whe ZoUld aZa\ fUom one half of Whe popXlaWion and giYe iW Wo Whe
oWheU half of Whe popXlaWion. The onl\ Za\ Wo do WhaW iV b\ foUce.´

EVpeciall\ Zhen iW comeV Wo Zomen, GieVe Va\V, Whe nXmbeUV aUe a XVefXl and VWUaighWfoUZaUd meWUic. ³I Whink iW¶V
impoUWanW WhaW Zomen haYe eqXal emplo\menW and UepUeVenWaWion aV indXVWU\ filmmakeUV and VWoU\WelleUV in WhiV



coXnWU\,´ Vhe Va\V Vimpl\. ³And iW¶V Ueall\ impoUWanW WhaW WhaW 50 peUcenW gUoXp of Zomen UepUeVenWV U.S. demogUaphic
eqXiYalenceV in WeUmV of Uace, eWhniciW\, Ve[XaliW\ and abiliWieV.´

SWill, if and Zhen oXU moYieV finall\ Ueach a pUopoUWional leYel of UepUeVenWaWion, iW¶V anoWheU qXeVWion enWiUel\ aV Wo
ZheWheU Whe\ Zill UeflecW oXU m\Uiad UealiWieV. FilmmakeU and CalifoUnia InVWiWXWe of Whe AUWV film pUofeVVoU Nina
MenkeV iV diUecWing a docXmenWaU\ WiWled ³BUainZaVhed,´ in Zhich Vhe e[ploUeV hoZ Ve[iVm haV infilWUaWed film
gUammaU iWVelf, fUom Whe Za\ Zomen aUe liW and phoWogUaphed diffeUenWl\ Wo hoZ ediWing fUagmenWV Whem inWo Vo man\
eUoWici]ed bod\ paUWV. (GieVe iV a co-pUodXceU of Whe film, Zhich Zill be aUUiYing laWeU WhiV \eaU.) ThaW appUoach Wo VhoW
deVign iV boXnd Xp ZiWh Ve[Xal haUaVVmenW, abXVe and emplo\menW diVcUiminaWion ZiWhin Whe film indXVWU\ in a
³deYil¶V knoW,´ MenkeV Va\V. ³And Whe pUiYilege of Whe people in poZeU iV Whe glXe WhaW holdV WhaW knoW WogeWheU.´

RedXcing Zomen Wo objecWV of glamoXU and Ve[Xal gUaWificaWion, MenkeV addV, haV become ³Vo noUmali]ed, Ze don¶W
eYen noWice iW.´ And female filmmakeUV can be jXVW aV pUone Wo Whe pUacWice aV men, ZheWheU iW¶V Sofia Coppola lingeUing
oYeU ScaUleWW JohanVVon in heU XndeUZeaU in Whe opening VeqXence of ³LoVW in TUanVlaWion´ oU a film VWXdenW Uefle[iYel\
panning oYeU a female chaUacWeU¶V bod\ foU no diVceUnible UeaVon.

MoUe Whan meUe nXmbeUV, iW Zill be WhUoXgh Whe V\mbolic langXage of filmV WhemVelYeV WhaW change Zill be moVW
diVceUnible and meaningfXl, MenkeV inViVWV. She poinWV Wo Eli]a HiWWman¶V ³NeYeU RaUel\ SomeWimeV AlZa\V´ ² an
inWenVe, naWXUaliVWic dUama aboXW a \oXng Zoman Veeking an aboUWion in NeZ YoUk ZiWh Whe help of heU coXVin ² aV an
e[ample of a female diUecWoU ³going all Whe Za\´ in UejecWing Whe WUadiWional cinemaWic peUVpecWiYe. ³She VhoZV Whe
Ve[XaliW\ of Whe YeU\ pUeWW\ coXVin and hoZ Vhe¶V haUaVVed b\ a gX\ and UelXcWanWl\ XVeV heU appeal ² bXW HiWWman
alZa\V keepV XV ZiWhin Whe peUVpecWiYe of WhoVe WZo giUlV,´ MenkeV e[plainV. ³We don¶W geW Whe male ga]e on WhoVe giUlV.
And Vhe doeVn¶W pUeWW\ Xp Whe VWoU\, Vhe doeVn¶W make iW palaWable.´

And Vhe VeeV VignV of hope in Whe ZoUk of OVcaU-nominaWed diUecWoUV EmeUald Fennell and Chlop Zhao. She callV Whe
nominaWion of Fennell¶V ³PUomiVing YoXng Woman´ ³aVWoniVhing,´ adding WhaW ³in geneUal WhaW kind of depicWion of a
Zoman¶V XnadXlWeUaWed Uage ZoXld noW be mainVWUeam faUe.´

AV foU Zhao¶V ³Nomadland,´ MenkeV giYeV Whe filmmakeU cUediW foU UeViVWing Whe h\peU-Ve[Xali]aWion and ageiVm WhaW
haYe plagXed eYen moYieV WhaW haYe been applaXded foU WheiU empoZeUed Zomen chaUacWeUV. ³On WhaW leYel, I find
µNomadland¶ gUoXndbUeaking,´ MenkeV Va\V, UefeUUing Wo Whe film¶V pUoWagoniVW, pla\ed b\ FUanceV McDoUmand. ³She¶V
noW a Ve[\ babe, Vhe¶V a Zoman in heU 60V, Vhe¶V noW ZeaUing WonV of makeXp ² foU WhaW film Wo become a mainVWUeam
aZaUdV conWendeU iV incUedible.´

PXW anoWheU Za\: ThaW¶V ZhaW pUogUeVV lookV like.


