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Nina MenkeV On The PUoceVV of DiVcoYeU\
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The peUVonificaWion of AmeUican independenW aXWeXUiVm, Nina MenkeV haV

VWamped eYeU\ fUame of heU ZoUk ZiWh an XnmiVWakable VignaWXUe WhaW collideV

inZaUd-ga]ing dUeam logic againVW Whe Yiolence of painfXll\ Ueal conWempoUaU\

landVcapeV. NoZ, WhiUW\-fiYe \eaUV inWo an XncompUomiVing caUeeU, VeYeUal of

heU filmV aUe UeceiYing oYeUdXe UeVWoUaWionV, and WhUee of heU fiYe feaWXUeV ³

QXeen of DiamondV (1991), PhanWom LoYe (2007) and DiVVolXWion (2010) ³ aV

Zell aV Whe VhoUW The SadneVV of ZohaUa (1986) aUe noZ VWUeaming on Whe
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CUiWeUion Channel. MenkeV UecenWl\ Vpoke ZiWh ScUeen SlaWe aboXW heU VingXlaU

appUoach Wo filmmaking, Whe UeVWoUaWion pUoceVV, and heU conWinXed

e[peUimenWV ZiWh cinemaWic langXage.

ThiV conYeUVaWion haV been ediWed foU lengWh and claUiW\.

PaWUick Dahl: WhaW doeV Whe concepWion pUoceVV look like foU \oXU filmV? Do \oX

haYe a conViVWenW VWaUWing poinW WhaW geUminaWeV inWo a moYie?

Nina MenkeV: I alZa\V kind of ZoUk fUom inVide oXW, and I Whink in WhaW VenVe m\

pUoceVV mighW be diffeUenW fUom a loW of moUe conYenWional filmmakeUV Zho VWaUW

ZiWh a knoZn VWoU\ and When fill in Whe chaUacWeUV and imageV and Whe deWailV. I

ZoUk kind of Whe oppoViWe of WhaW, Zhich iV Wo VWaUW ZiWh an image and a feeling,

and I ZUiWe Whem doZn almoVW like Whe\ appeaU Wo me. IW·V VoUW of an

XnconVcioXV pUoceVV. And aW a ceUWain poinW Zhen WheVe imageV haYe appeaUed

and accXmXlaWed, I mighW haYe a VenVe of a cenWUal chaUacWeU ZiWhin WhoVe

imageV.

IW haV happened Wo me occaVionall\ WhaW a chaUacWeU iV Whe impeWXV. WiWh QXeen
of DiamondV, I had Whe idea of a cUoXpieU, a Zoman Zho ZoUked in a caVino.

So Whe chaUacWeU can be Whe VWaUWing poinW, bXW a chaUacWeU Zho iV moUe like an

iconic oU V\mbolic chaUacWeU aV oppoVed Wo a Vo-called Ueal-life chaUacWeU. M\

chaUacWeUV don·W haYe back VWoUieV. The\·Ue moUe V\mbolicall\ chaUged. AfWeU I

accXmXlaWe WhoVe imageV and chaUacWeUV ³ oU chaUacWeU, VomeWimeV YeU\

VingXlaU ³ I find Whe naUUaWiYe. So foU me iW·V a pUoceVV of diVcoYeU\ inWo m\

oZn Velf Zhich iV moUe akin Wo a pUoceVV of dUeam inWeUpUeWaWion Whan of

cUeaWing fUom Whe bUain doZn. I don·W Ueall\ ZoUk WhaW Za\.
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PD: DoeV WhaW pUoceVV of diVcoYeU\ conWinXe inWo VhooWing and ediWing, oU do

\oX Wend Wo VWaUW ZiWh a YeU\ concUeWe plan WhaW \oX WU\ Wo folloZ?

NM: No, iW conWinXeV. I·m YeU\ UelXcWanW Wo ZoUk ZiWh a VWoU\boaUd oU

VomeWhing like WhaW, becaXVe iW ZoXld impinge on diVcoYeUing Whe WUXWh of Whe

acWXal momenW WhaW·V in fUonW of Whe cameUa. BXW I do find ediWing Wo be a moUe

anal\Wic and moUe WhoXghWfXl VWage.

PD: LocaWionV and a VenVe of place aUe Vome of m\ faYoUiWe aVpecWV of \oXU

ZoUk. AW ZhaW poinW do Whe VeWWingV VWaUW Wo enWeU inWo \oXU concepWion of ZhaW a

film·V going Wo be?

QXeen of DiamondV (1991). CoXUWeV\ of Nina MenkeV.
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NM: Each one of m\ filmV haV Ueall\ been UooWed in place, bXW ZiWh each film iW·V

been TXiWe diffeUenW on WhaW leYel, like The Blood\ Child ³ Zhich iVn·W VcUeening

on CUiWeUion UighW noZ becaXVe iW·V VWill in Whe pUoceVV of being UeVWoUed, Zhich

I·m Ueall\ happ\ aboXW. Tinka, m\ ViVWeU, Uead an aUWicle in Whe LA TimeV WhaW

Vaid a maUine had been aUUeVWed in Whe MojaYe deVeUW foU Whe mXUdeU of hiV

Zife. So WhaW VWaUWed fUom a neZVpapeU aUWicle. Then WheUe ZaV a pUoceVV of

diVcoYeUing Whe 29 PalmV in Whe deVeUW. IW ZaV acWXall\ m\ ViVWeU again Zho had

gone oXW and VWa\ed aW Whe BeVW WeVWeUn hoWel WheUe and Wold me WhaW Veeing all

WheVe maUineV in Whe hoW WXb ZaV Ueall\ inWenVe and WhaW I VhoXld go oXW WheUe.

Keeping WhaW neZVpapeU aUWicle in mind, I ZenW oXW WheUe and ZaV compleWel\

bloZn aZa\ b\ WhiV ³ Whe laUgeVW miliWaU\ baVe in Whe UniWed SWaWeV, and iW·V in

Whe deVeUW. The Zhole aWmoVpheUe of WhiV place ZaV Vo poZeUfXl WhaW iW infXVed

Whe Zhole film. IW ZaV like Whe place ZaV Whe oUiginaWing eneUg\.

PD: WaV iW VimilaU foU QXeen of DiamondV? YoX Ueall\ geW aW ZhaW iW acWXall\

feelV like on Whe gUoXnd in LaV VegaV and Whe VenVe of alienaWion WhaW I don·W

Whink a loW of filmV capWXUe.

The Blood\ Child (1996). CoXUWeV\ of Nina MenkeV.
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NM: Oh, Whank \oX. ThaW·V faVcinaWing becaXVe I had Whe idea of WhiV high-claVV

caVino ZoUkeU, a moUe old-faVhioned idea of ZhaW caVinoV ZeUe like in EXUope.

So I ZaV like, ´I·m going Wo go Wo LaV VegaV.µ I had neYeU been WheUe. I ZanWed

Wo go and Zalk aUoXnd and jXVW Vee iW. I had WhiV idea aboXW WhiV cUoXpieU. So I

ZenW WheUe and I ZaV acWXall\ confUonWed b\ Whe facW WhaW Whe concepW WhaW ZaV

in m\ mind of WheVe high-end caVinoV ZiWh chandelieUV and YelYeW coXcheV oU

ZhaWeYeU ZaV compleWel\ noW VegaV. VegaV iV Whe bXffeWV foU $3.99. And I

WhoXghW, Oh no, WhiV iV all ZUong, becaXVe iW didn·W fiW m\ idea. And When I ZenW

WhUoXgh WhiV pUoceVV Whinking, Oh m\ god, bXW ZhaW iV heUe iV Vo incUedible. ThaW

ZaV a caVe ZheUe m\ inneU image claVhed ZiWh UealiW\ and foUmed a neZ Whing,

Zhich ZaV QXeen of DiamondV.

PD: WhaW aboXW DiVVolXWion?

NM: NoZ WhaW I·m going film-b\-film I Ueali]e each one iV Vo diffeUenW [ZiWh

UegaUd Wo VeWWing]. I ZaV liYing in Jafa, and I ZaV e[peUiencing Whe aWmoVpheUe in

IVUael, Zhich iV a liWWle inWenVe, and paUWicXlaUl\ in WhaW neighboUhood. YoX haYe

a loW of PaleVWinianV in WhaW aUea, Zhich iV becoming highl\ genWUified aV Whe\

pXVh Whe AUab UeVidenWV oXW. TheUe ZeUe a loW of VWUeeW caWV. So m\ fiUVW idea ZaV

a docXmenWaU\ on VWUeeW caWV, bXW When WheUe ZaV WhiV gX\ Zalking aUoXnd. He

ZaV m\ neighboU, and I ZaV incUedibl\ inWUigXed. So WheUe ZeUe elemenWV of Whe

inWenViW\ of Whe aWmoVpheUe in Jafa and WheVe VWUeeW caWV and WhiV gX\ Vlinking

aUoXnd. And When ... iW ZaV one of WhoVe WhingV ZheUe \oX·Ue in a foUeign

coXnWU\ and \oX·Ue jXVW d\ing Wo Uead VomeWhing in EngliVh. I ZaV aW a fUiend·V

hoXVe and Vhe had a WUanVlaWion of CUime and PXniVhmenW, and I Vaid, ´I need

Wo Uead VomeWhing in EngliVh, giYe me Whe book!µ And Whe moUe I Uead iW I felW

WhaW iW ZaV Whe peUfecW meWaphoU foU Whe poliWical ViWXaWion in IVUael. And I felW like

Jafa filmed in black-and-ZhiWe ZoXld almoVW look like SW. PeWeUVbXUg. And heUe·V

WhiV gX\ Vlinking aUoXnd Zho acWXall\ lookV a Zhole loW like [m\ image of]

RaVkolnikoY. And Zhen I appUoached him aboXW iW he Wold me, ´YoX knoZ, m\

Zhole life I·Ye alZa\V felW like RaVkolnikoY.µ So When I WhoXghW Oka\, iW·V all
meanW Wo be.
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PD: One of Whe oWheU WhingV I·Ye Ueall\ enjo\ed Zhile UeYiViWing WheVe filmV iV Whe

Yolle\ beWZeen e[WUeme cloVeXpV and WableaX Zide VhoWV becaXVe iW·V Vo oXWVide

of W\pical film gUammaU. TheUe·V a Uh\Whm Wo iW, and iW pXWV Whe chaUacWeUV in

VXch inWeUeVWing pUo[imiW\ Wo Whe YieZeU. So I·Ye been ZondeUing hoZ \oX

appUoach VWaging.

NM: On WhaW leYel, I UeWUeaW Wo m\ baVic boUing anVZeU of iW being YeU\ inWXiWiYe.

I don·W Whink aboXW WhingV foUmall\ in a conVcioXV Za\ bXW When I noWice WhaW m\

filmV alZa\V feel YeU\ foUmal. IW·V noW VomeWhing WhaW·V conVcioXVl\ conVWUXcWed. I

WU\ Wo feel iW. I do m\ oZn cameUa, Zhich iV VomeWhing I haYe Wo do foU e[acWl\

WhiV UeaVon. I don·W like Wo oYeUanal\]e, When figXUe iW oXW, and When Well Vomeone

elVe ZhaW Wo do. I·m YeU\ VcaUed of Whe phUaVe ´figXUe iW oXW,µ becaXVe I don·W
like Wo figXUe iW oXW. I like iW Wo kind of appeaU befoUe me in iWV WUXWh. Me ZiWh Whe

cameUa, feeling inWo Whe WUXWh of Whe momenW and Whe WUXWh of Whe fUame. NoW Vo

mXch neceVVaUil\ ZhaW Whe chaUacWeU iV feeling, bXW moUe ZhaW I·m feeling aboXW

Whe Vcene and Whe chaUacWeU.

PD: HoZ haV Whe UeVWoUaWion pUoceVV been foU \oX?

DiVVolXWion (2010). CoXUWeV\ of Nina MenkeV.
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NM: ThaW ZaV Whe moVW e[ciWing Whing Wo me. I haYe been d\ing [foU Whe filmV Wo

be UeVWoUed] foU a long Wime. And doing Whe UeVWoUaWion of QXeen of DiamondV
ZaV VXch a gifW. I felW iW ZaV a highlighW of m\ life Wo be able Wo be Vo caUefXl and

haYe Whe mone\ Wo go back and do iW. The Ue-UeleaVe ZaV ama]ing. The film ZaV

kind of Uadical, and iW VeemV like Wime caXghW Xp ZiWh iW, and people Ueall\

appUeciaWe iW noZ. IW ZaV Ueall\ kind of Zild Zhen I fiUVW VhoZed iW. HoZ man\

WimeV haYe I heaUd, ´Wh\ iV Whe caVino Vcene Vo long?µ

PD: I ZanW Wo aVk \oX aboXW BUainZaVhed. IW VoXndV like \oX·Ue pUeWW\ faU inWo

Whe pUoceVV.

NM: YeV, Ze·Ue pUeWW\ faU. I hope Wo haYe iW done b\ JXne oU pUeWW\ cloVe Wo When.

I·Ye neYeU done an\Whing like iW befoUe. IW conWainV oYeU 100 film clipV fUom 1896

Wo Whe pUeVenW. IW'V mainl\ film clipV and WhiV lecWXUe WhaW I XVed Wo giYe m\

VWXdenWV WhaW haV VoUW of gained in cXUUenc\ afWeU Whe Zhole #MeToo

moYemenW. AfWeU Whe Zhole HaUYe\ WeinVWein VWoU\ leaked in 2017 I ZUoWe an

eVVa\ foU FilmmakeU Maga]ine Va\ing WhaW I Vee hoZ Whe YiVXal langXage of

cinema WieV inWo Whe iVVXeV of Whe #MeToo moYemenW and Whe iVVXe of

emplo\menW diVcUiminaWion againVW Zomen, eVpeciall\ in Whe film indXVWU\. I

ZUoWe WhiV eVVa\ and iW ZenW YiUal on Facebook, and I ZaV like, ´Reall\? People

ZanW Wo heaU aboXW WhiV?µ I·Ye been Walking aboXW WhiV foUeYeU bXW no one

ZanWed Wo heaU aboXW iW. ThaW eYolYed inWo baVicall\ me being inYiWed Wo a loW of

placeV Wo giYe Whe Walk, and When Tim DiVne\ of Uncommon PUodXcWionV Wold me

he ZanWed Wo help make iW inWo a feaWXUe film. So iW kind of eYolYed like WhaW.

Then Abigail DiVne\, Tim·V ViVWeU, aV Zell aV Tim·V oWheU ViVWeU, SXVan DiVne\

LoUd, came on boaUd Wo VXppoUW Whe film. So iW·V a compleWel\ diffeUenW kind of

film Whan I·Ye eYeU made. BXW I hope iW·V aV Uadical aV m\ oWheU filmV. I Whink iW·V

gonna be Ueall\ gUeaW. I·m YeU\ e[ciWed aboXW iW.

:,,�(3:6!
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QXeen of DiamondV
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MeWaph\Vical Edging ZiWh GX\ Maddin
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