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afternoon and can’t quite manage to orient myself for the rest of the day; remnants of my dreams still
linger in my mind, popping up at unexpected moments and luring me back. Comparable, of course, only if
that groggy haze includes some of the most beautiful images I've ever seen and leaves my jaw hanging
open in something akin to awe but perhaps closer to mystification.

Firdaus (Tinka Menkes) — an alienated Las Vegas casino worker with a propensity for hip dropping,
leaning, arm crossing, and catwalk-style striding — is our uninterested guide through the entrancing
journey that is Queen. In high heels and a full set of long nails, she traverses her dry world. Nevada heat
creates a mirage-like backdrop as she makes her way along train tracks. With a measured gait and chalky
make-up, her presence seems to haunt the spaces she inhabits. Nina Menkes said of Queen in a 2019
interview with filmmaker Anna Biller (creator of The Love Witch): “The film is not ‘entertaining’ and it
pushes you back upon yourself.” I'm certainly off balance from that bold, gorgeous push. Only in seeking
out this extraordinary (and overlooked) film for yourself will you fully understand what | mean, so | hope
you decide to.
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first words we hear from Firdaus are those she speaks to him with neutral delivery: “Are you
in pain?” “Are you hungry?” “It's hot.” “Are you tired now?” Their flat interaction contributes
to a tone of inevitability that carries through the rest of the film, a tone that is highlighted by
some of the imminent results of time (such as pain, hunger, discomfort, and exhaustion).
And with each of Menkes’ beguiling artistic choices, a comparable sense of admission rises
within me: I'm on her time.
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To a certain extent, Firdaus and other characters seem to be aware of the fact they’re being
watched by the camera. Although they don’t appear to care much. Firdaus will glance over,
or a sun-burnt shirtless man will turn to the camera and comment on how “terrible” the
landscape has become: “This used to be a beautiful place once.” These odd moments of
engagement are uncomfortable reminders of my role as an observer — and given the film’s
emphasis on the act of observation, that self-consciousness is quite fitting. When the
characters have their backs to the camera, this watcher-and-watched dynamic is layered
further. They look off at pale horizons, bodies of water and dry fields, as if to signal their lack
of interest in my surveillance. Leaning on one leg, a lone child on a beach faces the distant
hills. Later, near a run-down building, Firdaus stands with her hip popped as a truck carrying
a massive purple clock crosses in front of her, serving as an almost whimsical reminder of the
looming presence of time. | wonder what these people are looking at, curious about the
expressions on their faces and what they could be waiting for, hoping for, if anything. The
physical positioning of their figures denies me any of that potential access and adds a
component of quiet defiance to the fabric of the film.
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