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Filmed on location in the desolate landscape of Las Vegas· desert, QXeeQ Rf DiamRQdV folloZs the life of a

damaged casino blackjack dealer, pla\ed b\ Nina·s longtime collaborator and sister Tinka. Menkes· third feature-

length film unfolds in an h\pnotic contemplation, Zith shots alternating betZeen the flickering of casino lights

and the hallucinator\ desertscape.¬

¬

Are \ou in pain?

FiUdaXV

¬

´M\ meWhRd Rf VcUeeQZUiWiQg iV, I VXSSRVe, e[acWl\ backZaUdV fURm Whe WUadiWiRQal V\VWem! WhaW I haYe

alZa\V dRQe, RYeU a SeUiRd Rf Wime ² aQd iW caQ be maQ\ mRQWhV, RU a \eaU RU mRUe ² iV ZUiWe dRZQ

imageV RQ 3ð5 caUdV, eiWheU WhiQgV WhaW I acWXall\ Vee iQ Ueal life RU iQWeUiRU imageV WhaW aSSeaU WR m\

miQd·V e\e: ´a bXUQiQg Salm WUee,µ ´VXicide iQ a caU RXWVide a caViQR,µ ´dealeU iV ZRUkiQg iQ Whe caViQR,µ

eWc. SRmeWimeV imageV cRme WR me iQ dUeamV, like Whe XSVide-dRZQ JeVXV RQ Whe cURVV. I ZUiWe dRZQ

WhRVe imageV WhaW haYe VWURQg eQeUg\ aQd demaQd m\ aWWeQWiRQ. SR afWeU I haYe a Sile Rf WheVe caUdV, I

jXVW haYe a feeliQg WhaW I haYe eQRXgh aW VRme SRiQW, aQ iQWXiWiYe VeQVe Rf clRVXUe. TheQ I VWaUW UeadiQg

all Whe caUdV aQd VeeiQg ZhaW QaUUaWiYe WhUead e[iVWV, aQd I VWaUW VWUiQgiQg Whe imageV WRgeWheU aV a

VcUiSW. SR ZheUeaV iQ mRUe VWaQdaUd VcUeeQZUiWiQg Whe VWRU\ cRmeV fiUVW, ZiWh imageV added laWeU, m\

V\VWem XVeV Whe imageV WR lead me WRZaUd XQkQRZQ QaUUaWiYe RU Vemi-QaUUaWiYe deVWiQaWiRQV.µ

NiQa MeQkeV

¬

1



/

´TKH ILOP·V ILUVW LPDJH, WKH RQO\ RQH WR DSSHDU EHIRUH WKH JOLPSVH RI KHU DVOHHS, LV D TXHHQ RI GLDPRQGV

SOD\LQJ FDUG, SUHVHQWHG LQ OLHX RI D WLWOH DV LI WR VLJQDO IURP WKH VWDUW WKDW WKH ILOP ZLOO JLYH SUHFHGHQFH

WR WKH P\VWHULRXV DOOXUH RI LPDJHV RYHU WKH FRPPXQLFDWLYH IRUFH RI ODQJXDJH DW QHDUO\ HYHU\ WXUQ. TKH

FDUG DOVR TXLHWO\ JHVWXUHV WR VRPHWKLQJ HOVH: WKH ILOP·V ULJRURXVO\ V\PPHWULFDO IRUP. TKH TXHHQ LV

GRXEOHG DFURVV WKH FDUG·V KRUL]RQWDO D[LV, ZLWK D VWDPS RI JROG IRLO DW KHU FRUH, URWDWLQJ LQ D EODFN YRLG,

VSDUNOLQJ VHGXFWLYHO\, DFFRPSDQLHG E\ FDVLQR QRLVHV. TKHVH VRXQGV DUH KHDUG DJDLQ GXULQJ WKH 17-

PLQXWH VHTXHQFH RI FLUGDXV DW ZRUN WKDW GLYLGHV WKH ILOP LQWR WZR HTXDO KDOYHV DQG VHUYHV DV LWV

FRQFHSWXDO DQFKRU. QXeeQ Rf DiaPRQdV EHJLQV ZLWK WKH SOD\LQJ FDUG, EXW LW LV WHPSWLQJ WR VD\ WKDW LWV

WUXH RULJLQ LV IRXQG VRPH 30 PLQXWHV ODWHU, LQ WKLV IROGHG PLGGOH.µ

EULND BDOVRP

¬

´TKH QHDUO\ 20 PLQXWH FDVLQR VHTXHQFH SUHVHQWV WKH DFW RI GHDOLQJ FDUGV DV DEVWUDFW DQG GDQFHOLNH.

SOLJKW JHVWXUHV DUH VKRZQ DJDLQ DQG DJDLQ, EHFRPLQJ PHFKDQLFDO DV WKH\ DUH ZUHQFKHG IURP ZKDWHYHU

PHDQLQJ WKH\ RQFH KHOG. LLNH LQ PRGHUQ GDQFH, WKH IDPLOLDU EHFRPHV XQPRRUHG IURP PHDQLQJ WKURXJK

UHSHWLWLRQ. TKLV VHTXHQFH, WKRXJK PRVWO\ GHYRLG RI WKH ILOPPDNHU'V W\SLFDOO\ H[SDQVLYH LPDJHU\,

HPERGLHV WKH HVVHQFH RI MHQNHV· ZRUN. MHQNHV' FLQHPD (DQG WKH IUDJLOH ZRUOG LW UH-UHSUHVHQWV) LV D

IRUPDO DQG QDUUDWLYH WLJKWURSH ZDON, PDGH DOO WKH PRUH H[KLODUDWLQJ E\ WKH DE\VV RI PHDQLQJOHVVQHVV LW

VWUDGGOHV.µ

CKULV SKLHOGV

¬

´IQVWHDG RI KRUVHV, FRZER\V DQG ´IQGLDQVµ VLJQLI\LQJ UXJJHG LQGLYLGXDOLVP, PDFKR KHURLVP, DQG

JORULRXV H[SDQVLRQ/FRQTXHVW, MHQNHV· ZHVWHUQ SUHVHQWV D IURQWLHU GHVRODWHG E\ JUHHG, GHVWUR\HG

DHVWKHWLFDOO\ E\ WKH WDFN\ DSSXUWHQDQFHV RI WKH FRQVXPHU FXOWXUH, DQG LQKDELWHG E\ JKRVW OLNH SHRSOH

GUDLQHG RI YLWDOLW\ - WKH RWKHU APHULFDQ ZD\. TKLV LQWHUYHQWLRQ DW WKH OHYHO RI V\PEROLVP GUDLQV WKH IORU\

RXW RI WLPHZRUQ FRQVWHOODWLRQV RI LFRQLF PDVFXOLQLVW QDUUDWLYH DQG FKDUDFWHU-W\SHV, DQG WKHUHE\

LQWHUIHUHV ZLWK WKH FXOWXUDO ZRUNV WKHVH ILFWLRQDO DUWLIDFWV GR.µ

JHDQ PHWUROOH

¬

FUaQV KRWWeUeU: HReYeeO heefW QXHHQ RI DLDPRQGV geNRVW RP We PaNeQ?

NLQa MeQNeV: :H KDGGHQ RQJHYHHU 50.000 GROODU. VHUGHU KHEEHQ ZH HHQ SDDU JLIWHQ JHKDG, URQG GH

100.000 GROODU.

HRe dRe Me ]RieWV. BedeOeQ, iedeUeeQ RSbeOOeQ?

JD. PHW GDW EHOOHQ KDG LN JHOXNNLJ KXOS, DQGHUV UHG MH KHW QLHW. OP ELMYRRUEHHOG JRHGNRRS HHQ 35PP

FDPHUD WH ULWVHOHQ, PRHW MH ]R·Q WZLQWLJ WHOHIRRQWMHV SOHJHQ, HQ GDW JHOGW HLJHQOLMN YRRU HON RQGHUGHHO.

AOV MH GDW DOOHHQ PRHW GRHQ, NRP MH DDQ KHW PDNHQ YDQ HHQ ILOP KHOHPDDO QLHW PHHU WRH. (...)
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HHW LV HHQ EHHWMH WHJHQVWULMGLJ. PUHFLHV GRHQ ZDW MH LQ MH KRRIG KHEW HQ GDDUYDQ VRPV XLWJHSXW WH UDNHQ.

IN SUREHHU GDW ZHO HHQV DDQ TLQND XLW WH OHJJHQ. DLH EHJULMSW GDDU QLHWV YDQ. ¶HRXG WRFK RS·, URHSW ]H

DOWLMG, ¶MH JHGUDDJW MH DOV HHQ PDUWHODDU, MH GRHW SUHFLHV ZDW MH ZLO GRHQ, MH UHLVW GH KHOH ZHUHOG RYHU PHW

MH ILOPV, MH KHEW HHQ IDQWDVWLVFKH WLMG, ZDW LV LQ JRGVQDDP MH SUREOHHP?·

FUDQV KRWWHUHU LQ JHVSUHN PHW NLQD MHQNHV

¬

´AV I IRXQG RXW GXULQJ WKH LQWURGXFWLRQ, DQG PXFK WR P\ FRPSOHWH DPD]HPHQW, WKLV PRYLH KDV EHHQ

YHU\ LQIOXHQWLDO IRU ILOPPDNHUV ORRVHO\ NQRZQ DV WKH BHUOLQ SFKRRO, VXFK DV NLFRODV WDFNHUEDUWK DQG

AQJHOD SFKDQHOHF. I VD\ FRPSOHWH DPD]HPHQW EHFDXVH I DFWXDOO\ KDG IHOW WKDW P\ ILOPV, PXFK OLNH WKH

35PP SULQW WKDW ZH VFUHHQHG, KDG VRUW RI IDGHG RXW IURP FLQHPDWLF FRQVFLRXVQHVV. TKH FRORUV ODFNHG

WKH EULOOLDQW LQWHQVLW\ RI WKH RULJLQDO. TKH RSWLFDO VRXQGWUDFN, EHLQJ VFUDWFKHG IURP PXOWLSOH VFUHHQLQJV,

ZDV OHVV WKDQ JUHDW, DQG WKH RYHUDOO VKDUSQHVV ZDV GLPLQLVKHG.µ

NLQD MHQNHV

¬

´DLDPRQGV DUH OLNH JOLWWHULQJ MHZHOV WKDW DUH XQGHU WKH HDUWK; WKH\·UH OLNH EXULHG WUHDVXUH. AQG TLQND·V

FKDUDFWHU LV OLNH D TXHHQ RI WKH XQGHUZRUOG. (...) I WKLQN WKH QRWLRQ RI WKH IHPDOH, WKH YDOXH RI WKH

´IHPLQLQHµ, LI \RX ZLOO, LQ WKLV FRXQWU\ LV VR GHYDOXHG, VR KHOG LQ FRQWHPSW, WKDW LW·V OLNH D EXULHG

WUHDVXUH. BXULHG LQ WKH VHQVH WKDW QR RQH KDV DFFHVV WR LW. WH DV ZRPHQ GRQ·W KDYH DFFHVV WR LW; PHQ

GRQ·W KDYH DFFHVV WR LW EHFDXVH WKH\ REMHFWLI\ DQG GHJUDGH ZRPHQ.µ

NLQD MHQNHV

¬

´SKH (MHQNHV, UHG.) TXRWHV AQJHOD CDUWHU, ZKR EHOLHYHV WKDW ZRPHQ ZLOO EH OXOOHG E\ WKH SURSDJDQGD RI

WKH URPDQWLF VWHUHRW\SHV XQWLO WKH\ KDYH WKH FRXUDJH WR EHOLHYH LQ WKH WUXWK RI WKHLU RZQ H[SHULHQFH.

MHQNHV· ILHUFHO\ SHUVRQDO RHXYUH LV PDUNHG E\ YLVXDO H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ DQG IHPLQLVW FULWLTXH, DORQJ ZLWK

LQWLPDWH H[SORUDWLRQ RI KHU RZQ SV\FKH. ¶M\ VWUXJJOH DV D ZRPDQ DQG DUWLVW LV WR DOORZ P\VHOI WR EH

ZKR I DP,· MHQNHV VDLG. TKDW VRXQGV HDV\, EXW LW·V QRW: ¶A ORW RI ZRPHQ DUH VWUXJJOLQJ ZLWK WKH LGHD RI

WKHPVHOYHV DV VXEMHFWV.·µ

EPPDQXHO LHY\

¬

´WKDW GRHV LW PHDQ WR EH ¶RWKHU·? WKDW LV WKDW UHDOO\ DERXW? WH GRQ·W HYHQ NQRZ. WH GRQ·W KDYH D

FOXH. (...) I WKLQN LQ DOO P\ ILOPV I WULHG WR JHW DW LW. IQ QXeeQ Rf DiaPRQdV, I·YH JRWWHQ DW LW WKH EHVW LQ

WHUPV RI DEVWUDFWLQJ WKDW H[SHULHQFH DQG SUHVHQWLQJ LW LQ DQ XQDGXOWHUDWHG IRUP. WKLFK LV DQRWKHU

WKLQJ WKDW IUHDNV SHRSOH RXW. IW·V D SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI DQ H[SHULHQFH ZLWKRXW WUDQVODWLRQ, VR WKHUH·V QR

WHOOLQJ DERXW LW. IW MXVW LV iW: WKH IUDJPHQWDWLRQ, WKH FXW-RIIQHVV, WKH DOLHQDWLRQ, WKH EHDWLQJ WKH KHDG

DJDLQVW WKH ZDOO. TKDW ZKROH PLGGOH VHFWLRQ RI QXeeQ Rf DiaPRQdV, LW·V MXVW XQDGXOWHUDWHG. UQWUDQVODWHG.µ

NLQD MHQNHV
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¬

´I WKLQN ZH KaYH WR WaON abRXW THAT: abRXW WKH dHHS PHaQLQJ aQd WKH VKaSH/IRUP, cRORU/WH[WXUH RI

ZKaW LW PHaQV WR bH aOZa\V, aOZa\V, aOZa\V #2. I ZLVK I cRXOd VHH PRUH KRQHVW ZRUN IURP ZRPHQ

ILOPPaNHUV - JR aKHad aQd SXW \RXUVHOI RQ WKH OLQH - ZKaW aUH \RX UHaOO\ JRLQJ WR ORVH? WHOO, \RX·UH

ULJKW; II \RX HYHQ ALLOW YOURSELF WR FEE/ ZKaW LV UHaOO\ JRLQJ RQ - aQd RI cRXUVH WKaW·V WKH KaUdHVW

SaUW - \RX·OO HLWKHU bH ILUHd RU TXLW.µ

NLQa MHQNHV

NINA MENKES (/TAGS/NINA-MENKES)  QUEEN OF DIAMONDS (/TAGS/QUEEN-OF-DIAMONDS)

MORE INFO (HTTPS://WWW.COURTISANE.BE/NL/EVENT/QUEEN-OF-DIAMONDS)
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